300                THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
others in doing our duty. We are not in jail because the Bombay
Government will not arrest people. I hope this means that our
lot is not just being imprisoned but being killed by bullets.
If we do not constantly wish that it be so, there is danger
of our becoming self-conceited. We should, moreover, purify our-
selves more and more every day while cherishing this desire. The
mutual ill will among Hindus and Muslims must disappear. The
two communities still fear and distrust each other and the Parsis
and the Christians fear Hindus and Muslims. The citizens of
Surat have done much, but they have a lot more to do yet. Here,
too, the men and women continue to run after luxuries. The
people are still disinclined to take up the spinning-wheel. They
still love silk or fine cloth, foreign or mill-made cloth. Some are
ready to wear a long shirt and cap of khadi, but find a dhoti
of khadi too heavy to wear. Though our prejudice against the un-
touchables is waning, we are not yet ready to regard them as our
blood-brothers. How many among us would be ready to suck out
the poison if one of them was bitten by a snake? How many
would offer to attend on any of them who might get fever just as
we would serve our brother or sister, mother or father in such a
condition?
Why should we blame the Government? If we must blame
anyone, we should blame ourselves, reproach ourselves for not hav-
ing improved, despite bitter experiences, and carried out the re-
quired degree of self-purification, for not having shown enough
selflessness and made enough sacrifices. I often feel that we shall
not be able to rid ourselves of our numerous evils and fears till
we have shown in action that we can die in large numbers. As
we have not suffered much till now, I pray for myself and for
Gujarat that we may have to go through more suffering than what
the other provinces have had to bear. Only the new Bharat that
will be born as a result of that suffering will be a fit country to
live in, and only with such strength can we help to heal the
wounds in the hearts of our Muslim brethren. Through such
suffering alone can we secure justice for the Punjab and in such
strength lies swaraj.
Let the Government, thereforea arrest me if it chooses to do so.
One need not at all feel unhappy if it does, need not be disturbed
or lose one's head. I actually hope that, when I am arrested, the
weaknesses which still remain in us will disappear, that the regis-
ter of volunteers will also get filled with your names, my brothers
and sisters, and all of you will start wearing hand-woven khadi
made from hand-spun yarn and become absolutely fearless.